Eight-year outcome of problem drinking among medical inpatients.
Male medical inpatients rated alcoholic on the Michigan Alcoholism Screening Test in 1982 were compared with non-alcoholic controls admitted to medical wards in the same year. By 1990 the alcoholic subjects had moderated their drinking, although peak consumption at follow-up was twice that of controls. A similar number of health and social disabilities occurred during the follow-up period among alcoholics and controls. Untraced and dead alcoholics had scored highly on MAST and the Severity of Alcohol Dependence Questionnaire in 1982.